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A quantum radiated by any one of a collection of identicahaanay be absorbed I
others and re-emitted many times before it emerges. Thatiadiis thus best describ
as a collective process. It takes place only in certain fdanodes that have a particu
range of decay lifetimes and corresponding ranges of sgidetel shifts and line widths
The light that these atoms scatter resonantly also refleistsbmplex spectral structure.



